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HISTORIC  MAIN  STREET  COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITIES  & ORGANIZATIONS  BROCHURE 


SALE  OF  ADVERTISEMENTS 
AND 

DONATIONS 
(May  21  to  June  11,  2001) 

ADVERTISEMENTS  @ $200.00  EACH 

Miller  Insurance 
Matus  Carpentry  & Millwork 
Hotel  Saxonburg 
Rowe’s  Tavern 

Landscaping  by  John  Temoshenko 
Main  Stay  Bed  & Breakfast 
Laurel  Savinas  Bank 

Total  $ 1400.00 


DONATIONS  FOR  LISTING  ON  MAP  @ $20.00  EACH 


Ron’s  Appliance  & Service 
Irene’s  Beauty  Salon 
C & S Hardware 
South  Butler  Comity  Wage  Tax 
Marilyn’s  Country  Store 
Attorney  Hartshorn 
Davison’s  Family  Restaurant 
Donald  Cypher  & Associates 
Gwen’s  Dance  & Twirl 
Citizens  National  Bank 
Butler  Consumer  Discount 
Andie’s  Attic 


The  Gift  Basket 
Saddle  & Cattle 
Reifer  Chiropractic 
Tawyna  Lynn’s  Salon 
Pflueger’s  Barber  Shop 
Isabella’s  Reflection 
The  Antique  Store 
Dr.  Hartzell 
Gary  G.  Hines,  CPA 
Mellon  Bank 
Dee’s  Hair  Loft 


Total  $ 460.00 
Grand  Total  $1860.00 

Sarver  Graphics  printing  5000  copies  (RK  check  No.  2763)  $1700,00 

At  the  June  4 meeting,  we  agreed  to  purchase  a 3-year  supply  of  $ 160.00 
Ribbons  for  the  Main  Street  Flower  Beautification  Project.  $ 61.00 

Balance,  7-0 1-01  (for  postage,  etc.)  $ 99.00 
US  postage  & UPS  charges  for  mailing  brochures  (Kay  Matus)  $ 45.00 

Balance,  8-01-01  $ 54.00 

It  was  decided  to  use  the  remaining  $54.00  to  help  pay  for  printing 
the  Walking  Tour  Guide.  Therefore,  this  account  is  now  depleted, $ 54,00 


Final  balance,  as  of  September  1 1,  2001  ($54  Check  to  Drenda  Koskowski)  0 
Financial  report  submitted  by  R.  Kaltenhauser,  9-11-01 
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Historic 
kj  group 
) maps  plan 

j 3 blocks  of  Main  St. 
*1  target  of  protection 

By  DALE  W.  HLAVES 

Staff  Writer 

SAXONBURG  — The  Saxonburg 
Historic  Main  Street  Committee 
Tuesday  night  approved  its  mission 
statement  and  plan  to  detail  ways 
to  accomplish  it  next  month. 

The  15-member  committee  set  its 
mission  as  preserving  the  historical 
German  heritage  and  architecture 
of  Saxonburg  and  creating  and 
maintaining  the  community  through 
proper  land  use. 

The  committee’s  main  goal  is  to 
preserve  a three-block  area  of  Main 
Street  as  it  was  created  in  the 
1830’s,  said  Bob  Kaltenhauser. 
chairman  of  thecommittee” 
Kaltenhauser  said  some  of  the 
deeds  to  the  40  buildings  on  Main 
Street  have  been  traced  back  to 
.lalui  Roehliflg,  who  founded  the 
borough_ml83T 

"^icHajCEBflmas.  borough  manag- 
er, used  committee  members’  input 
from  last  month’s  meeting  to  create 
the  mission  statement  for  the  fledg- 
ling, grass-roots  organization. 

The  borough  council  set  up  the 
historical  committee  on  Jan.  7. 

Committee  members  plan  at  their 
next  meeting  to  discuss  specific 
actions  to  be  taken  to  meet  its 
preservation  goal. 

Kaltenhauser  said  the  borough  in 
2000  hired  the  firm  of  Taylor  and 
Taylor  Associates  of  Brookville  to 
nominate  Saxonburg  Main  Street  as 
a Historic  District  with  the  Nation- 
al Registry  of  Historical  Places,  a 
subsidy  of  the  National  Park  Ser- 
vice 

In  2001,  two  representatives  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Historic 
Preservation  Board  approved  the 
nomination,  Kaltenhauser  said. 

The  borough  is  currently  waiting 
for  Taylor  and  Taylor  to  forward  the 
nomination  To  the  state  preserva- 
tion board  and  eventually  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Interior. 

Thomas  said  once  the  borough 
has  received  its  status  as  a histori- 
cal district,  it  will  work  to  create  a 
special  land  ordinance  to  protect 
the  property  from  future  develop- 
ments. 

Thomas  said  the  Main  Street  cor- 
ridor will  operate  under  the  recent- 
ly approved  general  land  ordi- 
nance, in  addition  to  a special  ordi- 
nance to  give  the  borough  added 
protection  against  development. 

The  committee  publishes  a bi- 
annual newsletter  to  tell  residents 
of  the  committee’s  actions  and 
plans. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year, 
Chuok-Matus  has  put  together  a 
promotional  brochure  that  lists  the 
historical  buildings  on  Main  Street, 
and  a calendar  of  events. 
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Study:  Lots 
to  love  about 
Saxonburg 

Firm  details  strengths, 
suggests  improvement 

By  JEFFREY  ANDRASOVSKY 

Eagle  Staff  Writer 

SAXONBURG  — A Brookville  firm  presented  the 
findings  of  its  downtown  assessment  at  a public  meet- 
ing Wednesday  night  attended  by  about  70  people  in 
Centennial  Hall. 

^Taylor  and  Taylor  Associates  suggested  that  the  bor- 
ough place  certain’  buildings  on  the  National  Register 
of  Historical  Places,  attract  tourism,  link  Roebling  Park 
to  downtown  with  sidewalks,  start  a public  transporta- 
tion system,  reroute  truck  traffic,  renovate  downtown, 
do  a parking  study,  and  form  a council  on  the  arts. 

“It’s  a beautiful  community,”  David  Taylor  said.  “You 
folks  have  it.” 

“The  people  of  Saxonburg  love  their  town,  care  about 
their  town  and  get  involved,”  said  Cinda  Taylor,  Tay- 
lor’s wife  and  business  partner. 

Borough  officials  hired  the  Taylors  to  do  the  study 
and  try  to  get  residents  to  handle  social  aspects  of  the 
comprehensive  plan,  so  officials  can  focus  on  things 
like  zoning,  roads  and  land  use. 

So  far  that  group  has  not  formed,  said  CtaiincUmaa- 
David  Parrish,  who  is  also  chairman  of  the  Compre- 
hensive Plan  Implementation  Committee. 

3avuL-Iay].or  said  they  studied  four  major  areas: 
organizational  issues,  design  issues,  marketing  and 
economics  of  the  community.  The  Taylors  spent  two 
days  meeting  with  groups  to  get  their  suggestions. 

He  said  some  strengths  of  the  community  were  the 
“historic  and  well-maintained  residential  and  commer- 
cial buildings.” 

“Saxonburg  is  very  pedestrian  friendly,”  he  said.  He__ 
noted  there  have  already  been  some  sidewalk  improve^ 
mients,  but  more  were  neenj5tHHe-stIg|eStea  tnat  Roe- 
bling  Parkite  “linked  to  the  downtown  with  sidewalks." 

Walking  and  biking'  loops  also  should  be'aeveioped.  ' 
A facade  grant  program  should  be  pursued. 

He  also  suggested  a streetseape  design  be  developed 
for  downtown  with  decorative  lighting  and  releation  of 
utility  lines. 

Certain  structures  also  should  be  chosen  to  be  placed 
on  the  National  Register  of  Historical  Places,  so  they 
could  be  spruced  up  with  low  interest  loans  and  grants. 
They  also  would  help  attract  tourism  to  the  borough. 

Cinda  Tavlor  said  the  borough  was  lucky  to  have 
housing  downtown.  She  said  it  also  has  a “great  indus- 
trial base,”  is  the  hub  of  a major  growth  area,  has  a 
good  school  district,  and  is  fortunate  to  be  surrounded 
by  lots  of  agriculture.  Another  major  plus  is  the  avail- 
ability of  water  and  sewer  facilities. 

She  recommended  implementing  a new  truck  route, 
doing  a downtown  parking  study,  completing  water  and 
sewage  plans,  and  revising  ordinances.  She  said  the 
community  should  consider  public  transportation. 
JQayidJ’aylor- said  an  arts  council  should  be  formed 
to  organize  events. 

One  resident  said  he  likes  to  ride  a bicycle  and  that 
bike  paths  should  be  built.  Another  said  she  thought 
sidewalks  should  be  installed  from  the  center  of  town 
to  Knoch  High  School  and  the  middle  school. 

Taylor  said  that  was  a good  job  for  a civic  group  to 
handle,  because  the  schools  are  outside  the  borough 
and  would  require  cooperation  between  the  political 
subdivisions. 

Another  resident  called  for  a Web  page  to  be  creat- 
ed on  the  Internet.  And  another  complained  that  there 
needed  to  be  more  communication  between  officials 
and  residents  ^ 

Cinda  Taylor  warned  the  residents  that  a group 
would  have  to  be  formed  soon  to  tackle  the  issues. 

“You  have  to  expand  your  volunteer  base,”  she  said. 
“You  need  to  do  it  soon,  or  you’re  going  to  be  in  a lot 

.^fjjauble.1^-  ~ 

“Isanyfiody  ready  to  accomplish  this?”  she  asked 
them.  “Raise  your  hand  if  you’re  willing  to  take  a piece 
of  it.” 

About  two-thirds  of  the  people  in  the  audience  raised 
their  hands. 
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Committee  Formed 

On  Monday,  January  7,  2002  Saxonburg  Boro 
Council  created  the  Saxonburg  Historic  Main 
Street  Committee.  Membership  on  the  commit- 
tee, appointed  by  Boro  Council,  includes  resi- 
dents, property  owners,  business  owners  and 
interested  non-residents.  The  purpose  of  the 
committee  is  to  create  a Preservation  and 
Development  Plan  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Historic  Main  Street  Area  and  to  identify  a 
variety  of  projects  that  will  encourage  a sense 
of  pride  in  Saxonburg,  support  the  economic 
vitality  of  its  businesses  and  maintain  and 
improve  the  historic  appearance  and  appeal  of 
the  community.  New  businesses  wishing  to 
locate  in  the  designated  historic  area  will  be 
welcomed  and  encouraged  to  view  our  existing 
properties  as  historic  treasures.  We  encourage 
new  locators  to  respect  the  historic  treasures, 
maintain  their  integrity  and  appearance,  and 
build  to  compliment  the  style  in  view. 

Accomplishments  By 
Various  Historic 
Committees 

Plaques  of  dates  and  background  have  been 


placed  on  40  historic  buildings  on  Main  Street. 

Deeds  on  Main  Street  properties  have  been 
researched  back  to  John  Roebling  in  1831. 
This  research  of  deeds  has  been  collected  and 
stored  for  future  use. 

"A  Walking  Tour  of  Historic  Main  Street"  has 
been  completed  and  is  available  at  the  library 
and  businesses. 

Interviews  with  many  Saxonburg  residents 
have  been  audiotaped  and  stored  for  future 
use. 

The  annual  "Main  Street  Blooms"  floral  compe- 
tition began  in  the  summer  of  2001  and  will 
continue  into  the  future. 

5,000  copies  of  the  Saxonburg  promotional 
brochures  were  distributed  around  Western 
Pennsylvania  in  2001  advertising  the  busi- 
nesses and  events  held  locally. 

Main  Street  "Living  History"  Characters  have 
participated  in  the  Arts  Festival  since  2000  and 
will  continue  into  the  future. 

Old  pictures  have  been  scanned  onto  a com- 
puter creating  a historic  picture  file  of  Saxon- 
burg. 


A popular  day  tour  by  car  which  traces  the 
route  Massey  Harbison  took  during  her  ordeal 
with  the  Indians  in  1792  has  been  published 
and  is  on  sale  at  the  library  as  a fund-raiser  to 
benefit  the  History  & Genealogy  Department. 

An  1858  Butler  County  map  has  been  framed, 
displayed  and  is  on  permanent  loan  at  the 
Saxonburg  Library  for  all  to  enjoy.  Compli- 
ments of  the  List  family. 

Geraldine  Freehling  and  Sylvia  Neubert,  local 
well  known  artists,  have  created  sketches  and 
paintings  of  historic  places  in  Saxonburg. 

Ralph  Goldinger  was  commissioned  by  the 
Saxonburg  Historical  and  Restoration  Commit- 
tee to  write  and  publish  "Historic  Saxonburg 
and  Its  Neighbors." 

Laurel  Hartshorn  gives  lectures  on  stories  told 
to  her  by  local  people. 

New  Endeavors  by  the 
Main  Street  Committee 

Continue  the  projects  previously  stated  in  the 
accomplishment  column. 

Publish  this  newsletter  bi-annually  to  inform 
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Saxonburg  residents  of  the  committee's 
progress  and  future  plans  to  revitalize  and  re- 
new our  town. 

Erect  community  bulletin  boards  in  two  places, 
the  Boro  parking  lot  next  to  Davison's  and 
Roebling  Park.  Messages  noting  the  committee's 
meetings  and  progress  reports  will  be  posted  as 
well  as  other  local  organization's  activities. 


Things  that  Aren't  There  Anymore 


Saxonburg  Exchange  Hotel 
a.k.a.  Dollar  General 


Saxonburg  Historic  Main  Street  Committee 
420  West  Main  Street 
Saxonburg,  PA  16056 
(724)352-1400  Phone 
(724)352-8820  Fax 


Future  Endeavors 


Place  a bronze  plaque  in  the  Boro  parking  lot  next  to 
Davison's  marking  the  four  historic  buildings  one  can  see 
from  that  point. 

Apply  for  and  be  granted  National  Historic  Designation 
under  the  Taylor  and  Taylor  Plan. 

Recommend  to  the  Boro  Council  some  ordinances  to 
curtail  demolition  in  the  Historic  District. 

Investigate  funding  for  the  Boro  and  property  owners  in 
the  Historic  District  so  that  the  historic  fiber  of  the  town's 
buildings  may  be  preserved  and  economic  development 
may  take  place  in  an  orderiy  fashion. 

Work  with  other  organizations  in  the  community  so  that 
duplication  of  effort  and  conflicts  in  scheduling  of  events 
will  not  occur. 

Create  an  expanded  "Walking  Tour"  of  the  historic  district 
with  a booklet  and  audiotape. 

Create  and  encourage  participation  in  subcommittees  to 
help  the  main  committee  carry  out  the  above  tasks. 

A Short  History  of 
Saxonburg  Main  Street 
Projects 

In  1997  a town  meeting  was  conducted  by  the  McNellis 
Company  to  determine  people's  interest  in  and  sugges- 
tions for  Saxonburg. 

In  1998  The  Saxonburg  Boro  Retained  Mullin  & Lonergan 
Associates  of  Pittsburgh  to  prepare  a Comprehensive  Plan 
for  Saxonburg. 

In  1999  the  Saxonburg  Historical  & Restoration  Commis- 
sion formed  a Historic  Research  Committee  to  document 
the  early  history  of  Saxonburg  for  the  edification  of  our 
citizens  and  to  increase  interest  in  the  origins  and  develop- 
ment of  the  community. 

In  2000  The  Saxonburg  Boro  Council  retained  Taylor  & 


Taylor  to  prepare  National  Historic  Registry  papers.  Sev- 
eral public  meetings  and  workshops  were  held  and  com- 
mittees organized. 

October  13,  2001  five  interested  residents  and  non- 
residents, at  their  own  expense,  attended  a conference  in 
Franklin  on  Community  Strategies  for  Preservation.  The 
main  speaker,  Michel  Lefevre,  an  employee  from  the 
Bureau  of  Historic  Preservation,  offered  at  no  expense  to 
Saxonburg  to  come  and  provide  his  professional  expertise 
to  the  Boro. 

On  November  29,  2001  members  of  the  newly  formed 
Main  Street  Committee  met  with  Michel  LeFevre. 

On  December  6,  2001  six  members  of  the  newly  formed 
committee,  at  their  own  expense,  attended  a conference 
in  Harmar  Township  provided  by  the  Local  Government 
Academy  to  help  municipalities  find  funding  for  various 
projects  including  Main  Street  projects. 

December  18,  2001,  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Boro  Building 
conference  room  a planning  meeting  was  held  by  the 
Saxonburg  Historic  Main  Street  Committee. 

January  7,  2002  Saxonburg  Historic  Main  Street  Commit- 
tee was  officially  adopted  as  a recognized  group  by  the 
Saxonburg  Boro  Council.  Monthly  meetings,  open  to  the 
public,  will  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
7:00  p.m.  in  the  Boro  Building  conference  room.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend  and  participate  at  these 
meetings. 

Update  on  Taylor  and  Taylor 

In  the  year  2000  the  Saxonburg  Boro  Council  retained 
Taylor  & Taylor  (a  husband  and  wife  team)  from 
Brookville  to  prepare  extensive  papers  to  nominate  Saxon- 
burg's  Main  Street  as  a Historic  District  recognized  by  the 
National  Registry  of  Historic  Places.  They  began  this  work 
in  2000  designation  should  be  approved  by  the  summer  of 
2002.  A site  visit  to  Saxonburg  was  made  in  January  2001 
by  Messrs.  Doug  Reynolds  and  Peter  Kaplan  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Historic  Preservation  Board  approving  the 
Main  Street  for  nomination  as  a historic  district. 

The  firm  of  Taylor  & Taylor  has  put  forth  many  good  ideas 
as  to  how  to  preserve  the  historic  Saxonburg  tradition.  To 
mention  a few  ideas: 


A Design  Committee  was  formed  to  suggest  methods  to 
maintain  an  attractive,  functional  downtown  environment 
which  is  accessible  to  residents  and  visitors  and  is  con- 
ducive to  business  development. 

A Facade  Design  Improvement  Program  was  created  to 
help  preserve  the  historic  buildings. 

A Promotion/Marketing  Committee  was  also  formed  to 
promote  the  town  of  Saxonburg  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 

Since  the  same  persons  served  on  several  committees,  it 
was  decided  to  merge  these  committees  into  a single 
Historic  Main  Street  Committee. 

Point  of  Interest 

The  sketch  at  the  top  of  this  newsletter  was  drawn  in  1835 
by  T.  Gose  Wich.  The  sketch  was  drawn  from  a southern 
view  near  the  fireman's  pond  on  Horne  Avenue  at  a spot 
called  Horne  Heights.  He  then  sent  it  to  Germany  where  it 
was  forgotten  until  the  1920's  when  Washington  Roebling 
heard  of  its  existence.  He  purchased  the  sketch  and  sent  it 
to  a Saxonburg  resident.  The  Saxonburg  Presbyterian 
Church  in  more  recent  times  made  copies  of  this  sketch  to 
pass  out  to  its  parishioners.  Members  of  the  committee  do 
not  know  where  the  original  is  at  this  time. 

Events  Around  Town 

Saxonburg  Volunteer  Fire  Company  will  hold  its  annual 
spring  fish  dinners  from  4:30  p.m.-7:00  p.m.  February  13, 
2002-March  20,  2002. 

GFWC  Saxonburg  District  Woman's  Club  will  hold  a fashion 
show/luncheon  at  the  Butler  Country  Club  on  Three  De- 
gree Road  March  16,  2002  starting  at  12:00  noon,  doors 
open  at  11:00  a.m.  and  it's  annual  spring  card  party/ 
luncheon  at  the  Saxonburg  Presbyterian  Memorial  Church 
on  April  15,  2002  12:00-3:00. 

Saxonburg  Historic  Main  Street  Committee  meetings  are 
the  third  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  7:00  pm.  In  2002  the 
dates  are  February  19,  March  19,  April  16,  May  14,  June 
18,  July  16,  August  20,  September  17,  October  15, 
November  19  and  December  17.  The  public  is  welcome. 
The  committee  will  need  volunteers  for  subcommittees  in 
the  future. 
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Misc. 


C?  County 

Harmony  Museum  & Village,  off  Route  68  west  near 
Zelienople,  was  founded  in  1804  as  the  first  home  of 
German  immigrants'  communal  Harmony  Society  arid 
later  became  a Mennonite  community.  The  museum  Is 
open  1 to  4 p.m.  Tuesdays  through  Sundays  but  is 
closed  holidays.  Appointments  are  recommended  for 
weekends  and  required  for  groups.  Admission  is  $3.50 
for  those  1 3 and  older,  $3  for  seniors  60  and  older,  $1 .50 
for  6 to  12,  and  free  for  under  6.  Call  452-7341 . 
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BUTLER  COUNTY  MUSHROOM  FARM 


Winfield  Township 


At  West  Winfield,  a daily  crop  of  mushrooms  is  harvest- 
ed for  the  nation’s  canneries  and  produce  markets. 
Housed  in  a limestone  mine,  the  Butler  County  Mush- 
room Farm,  the  largest  in  the  world,  ships  its  Moon- 
light Mushrooms  all  over  the  country.  The  mine  is 
ideally  suited  for  the  culture  of  mushrooms  because  of 
its  year-round  56  degree  temperature. 


BUTLER  COUNTY  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 
Butler  Township 

The  Butler  County  Community  College  was  founded  in 
May,  1965,  by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 
This  public,  two-year  institution  of  higher  education 
opened  in  new  facilities  on  a campus  site  of  288  acres 
ir  Member,  ) r Butler  County  was  the  first  in  the 
wes,~rn  part  of  r..~  State  to  adopt  the  community  college 
program.  The  Fall,  1972,  enrollment  at  the  College 
totals  1,823  students  of  which  825  are  full  time  students 
and  998  are  evening  school  students. 


AGRICULTURE  — Clinton  Township 

The  first  settlers  seeking  land  to  farm  found  some  of  the  finest  agricultural  land  in 
the  State  in  the  rolling  fields  and  fertile  valleys  of  Butler  County.  Along  with  the 
County’s  growing,  thriving  industry,  Butler  still  ranks  as  one  of  the  leading 
agricultural  counties  in  the  State. 
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